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Perspectives from the UK… 

Concerns	–	outlined	by	Academy	of	Medical	Royal	Colleges	

•  Workforce	supply	
•  Medical	regula4on	and	recogni4on	of	qualifica4ons	
•  Medical	Science	and	Research	
•  Regulatory	alignment	for	health	technology	
•  Public	Health	
•  Reciprocal	Health	Arrangements	
•  Funding	and	sustainability	of	the	NHS	
•  Public	procurement	requirements	
•  Working	Time	Direc4ve	
•  Infrastructure	Investment	
 



Should it matter to us? 

•  Nearest	neighbour	with	shared	border	and	
common	travel	area	

•  Shared	island;	popula4on;	history	
•  Only	other	English	speaking	country	in	Europe	
•  Healthcare,	while	very	local,	has	key	global	
aspects	–	par4cularly	for	small	island	of	Ireland	

•  Brexit	marks	a	key	change	in	the	nature	of	the	
rela4onship	…..	

	



A long history 

 
Throughout	19th	&	early	20th	century	

Opinion	of	RCPI	is	sought	on	healthcare	and	
related	legisla4on	by	Westminster	

 

1650	

1654	
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the	Fraternity	of	
Physicians	of	Trinity	

Hall	

 

1692	
Royal	Charter	granted	
to	re-establish	College	
on	the	model	of	the	
Royal	College	of	

Physicians,	London	

1838	
Irish	Poor	Law	Act,	
modelled	on	English	
Act	of	4	years	earlier.	
Replaced	by	County	
Boards	of	Health	in	

1920s	

1858	
Medical	Act	introduces	medical	
registra4on	to	Bri4sh	Isles	for	

first	4me,	Ireland	has	
representa4ve	on	GMC.	

Founda4on	of	all	subsequent	
Medical	Acts	including	Medical	

Prac44oners	Act	2007.		

 

1877	
Founda4on	of	the	Dublin	
Branch	of	the	Bri4sh	
Medical	Associa4on.	
Would	eventually	
become	the	IMO	

1973	
Britain	and	Ireland	

join	the	EU	

2019	
BREXIT 

2017	

General	alignment	…	
	

Medical	Prac4ce	
Educa4on	&	Training	

Professional	Examina4ons	
Specialist	Socie4es	

Con4nuous	Professional	Development	
Research	
Standards	
Regula4on	

	
Irish	Healthcare	professionals	in	UK	

	
…..	But	also	divergence	
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The Medical Career 

Undergraduate	 Basic	Specialist	
Training	

Higher	
Specialist	
Training	

Fellowships	

Independent	
pracNce	

Maintenance	
of	Professional	
Competence	

Professional	
Development	 RevalidaNon	

Professional	
RegulaNon	

Clinical	
Research		
EducaNon	
Leadership	

RegistraNon	&	
	Licensing	

EU	frameworks	allow	for	…	
	

Recogni4on	of	special4es	
Recogni4on	of	degrees	

Recogni4on	of	professional	qualifica4ons	
Eligibility	for	registra4on	

Preference	for	EU	ci4zens	…	
	

S4ll	na4onal	responsibility	
	

Any	future	divergence	not	within	EU	
framework	

	
Impact	on	Ireland	in	parNcular...?	

	



Healthcare Services 

Opportunites	for	all-island	or	cross	border	services	
Congenital	Heart	Disease	Network		
•  Significant	all-island	model	of	clinical	care	
•  Collabora4ons	between	Our	Lady’s	Children’s	Hospital	Crumlin;	The	Mater	Hospital	

Dublin;	&	The	Royal	Hospital	Belfast		
•  The	Board	works	under	the	direc4on	of	a	Cross-Jurisdic4onal	Group	comprising	

Chief	Medical	Officers	and	senior	health	administrators	from	the	Republic	and	
Northern	Ireland	

•  Eg.	Paediatric	Cardiology;	North	West	Cancer	Care	
	

Future	development?	

•  Service	Regulators	-	standards	
•  Professional	Registra4on	&	Regula4on	
•  Medical	Training	
•  Staff/Pa4ent	Movement		
•  General	Data	Protec4on	Regula4on	–	May	2018	

	



The Challenge 

March	
2019	

Regulatory	
divergence	

Maintain	
alignment	on	
regula4on	and	
recogni4ons	



An already challenged system 

Health	Systems	in	Crisis	

PaNents	on	trolleys	&	waiNng	lists	

Mismatch	demand	and	capacity	

IneffecNve	governance	

Recruitment	&	RetenNon	

Economics	

Crisis	Management	

“Health	Systems	will	bankrupt	naNons”		
								Dr	Donald	Berwick,	Founder	IHI	



Or opportunities… 

Make	the	Irish	health	service	an	a\racNve	and	fulfilling	
place	to	work	

	
•  Pursue	and	protect	the	concept	of	looking	at	an	island	of	

Ireland	approach	to	specialist	and	community	care	
•  Con4nue	to	invest	in	Training,	Research	&	Educa4on	–	focus	

on	recogni4on	across	jurisdic4ons	
•  Long	term,	mul4-government,	health	system	planning	
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